
Israeli doctor suspended 16 years after leaving man to die on operating table 
Jerusalem court rejects the appeal of the suspension.
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Sixteen years after Dr. Aram Smolinsky left a patient bleeding on the operating table and abandoned his care to a junior resident, the Health 
Ministry is suspending his medical license for three months over the incident.

The Jerusalem District Court on Thursday rejected the appeal of the suspension that had been filed by Smolinsky, who was head of the cardiac 
surgery department at Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer for a decade and now performs heart surgery at the private Assuta Hospital and 
Herzliya Medical Center. He will have his license suspended from April 1.

In 1997, Smolinsky left the operating room at Sheba in the middle of open heart surgery on Mordechai Nava, 31, so he could perform a private 
operation at HMC. Though Nava was bleeding from the heart and in distress, Smolinsky left a junior colleague to finish the operation, and despite 
the efforts of the surgical team, Nava died on the operating table.

In September 2009, Smolinsky was acquitted in two criminal cases brought against him for abandoning patients on the operating table at a 
critical stage of their surgery. One was Nava, and the other was Mantina Tshuva, 56, who had been operated on in 2000.

The findings of the Health Ministry investigative committees in both these cases showed that Smolinsky had left both patients when they were in 
critical condition, leaving surgical residents to finish the operations. In the case of Nava, the Health Ministry findings differed from the 
conclusions of Sheba's own internal probe immediately after the incident, which determined that there had been nothing wrong with Smolinsky's 
conduct during the surgery.

Subsequently, in 2004, Smolinsky was arrested on suspicion he had taken money from patients to perform private operations at Sheba, which is 
against the law since Sheba is a state hospital. Two years later, he was charged with asking for between $3,000 and $5,000 from 11 patients -
including patients who needed urgent heart surgery - in return for operating on them, but in 2009 he was acquitted by the Tel Aviv Magistrate's 
Court. Smolinsky had left Sheba in 2005.

Although cleared of criminal charges, a disciplinary complaint was filed against him with the Health Ministry in the Nava case, and the 
disciplinary procedure took years to complete. In November 2011, the disciplinary committee recommended that his license be suspended for 
three months. A final decision to suspend the license was made by retired Justice Amnon Straschnov, who was delegated the authority to decide 
on disciplinary matters by the Health Ministry.

It was Straschnov's decision that Smolinsky was appealing, arguing that the suspension was coming after "the long and extremely unreasonable" 
length of time that the case had proceeded. But the court rejected his arguments, saying that "common sense and natural justice obligate a 
physician in that situation to remain at his watch and not abandon a patient in critical condition during what could be the last minutes of his life."
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